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Tuesday, December 24Tuesday, December 24Tuesday, December 24   

   

6:00 pm6:00 pm6:00 pm   

 
Our Traditional Candlelight Communion Service with a  

festival of lessons and carols will begin at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Come celebrate with us!!! 

 



 
Greetings, my friends: 

 

You often hear that the Psalms were originally “songs” – or song lyrics, perhaps – words 

meant to be sung.  Never is that more clear than in Psalm 80, in which the same line is re-

peated several times, as if it is the ‘chorus refrain’ being sung after the verses:  Restore us, O 

God, let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

 

Psalm 80's refrain well captures the theme of Advent.  The Advent season recalls the dark-

ness and hopeful longing of the Israelite people as they suffered under Roman occupation.  

They longed for a better day, for their occupation forces to leave.  They longed to be a free 

nation once again.  Restore us, O God, let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

 

The spirit of Advent can be difficult to cultivate in our culture.  HOPING the messiah comes 

soon is very different than KNOWING that Santa is coming on December 25th.  While we 

look forward with confidence to a celebration, the ancient people of Israel were struggling to 

survive, hanging on to some kind of hope that some day, they would celebrate again too. 

 

Not that there’s anything wrong with decorating your house, throwing holiday parties, or an-

ticipating Christmas gifts.  These are the joys of December for many of us, and it is good to 

celebrate life and experience joy.  But it is worth remembering that the reason to celebrate 

God’s presence in Jesus is because it is so very much better than the feeling of God’s ab-

sence, from the feeling of being abandoned and left to suffer.  Christmas is worth celebrating 

because it is the answer to the psalm’s refrain:  Restore us, O God, let your face shine, that 

we may be saved.  

 

Peace & Blessings to you all, 

       

   

Pastor Jay 

  

  

 

Restore us, O God, let your face shine, that 

we may be saved.    

   – Psalm 80:3, 7, & 19 

     Thoughts from Jay  

 ATTENDANCE 
 

11/24      107 

12/1  86 

12/8  142 

12/15  131 



Here’s What’s Going On... 
Mark Your Calendars… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December 24 Christmas Eve Service,  
   6:00 pm  
December 24 Room in the Inn 
December 25 Church Office will be  
   closed 
December 26 Church Office will be  
   closed 
January 1  Church Office will be  
   closed 
January 3  Room in the Inn 
January 12  New Members’  
   Luncheon, 12:00 pm 
January 17  Room in the Inn 
January 22  Fellowship Meal, 5:45 pm 
January 24,25 Youth Group Dodgeball  
   Tournament  

Ray Ashworth 

Rick Brown 

Sandy Burton 

Ted Carson  

Jackie Cathey 

Kim Daly-Taylor 

Charity Eden 

Crystal Ellithorpe 

Ira Ellithorpe 

Norene Forrester 

Sharon Frech 

Robin Griner 

Richard Hamilton 

Wendy Harris 

Grant Houston 

Peggy Jackson 

Michelle Key  

Ben Kooch 

Georgetta Madole 

 

PRAYER  LIST 

Sherry McFarland 

Susan McIntyre 

Annie, Waylon & Clark Miller 

Joanna Stanfield Montgomery 

Mark Nelson 

Tom Pebworth 

Mary Reed 

Douglas Ridings 

Olivia Rumsey 

Monica Rutherford 

Minnie Sauls 

Dawn Sears 

Alicia Smith 

Alicia Stewart 

Evelyn Ware 

Sarah Jane Wilson 

Tanya Wooten 

Ralph Young 

Sherri Zerbe 

 

 

 

 

Here are the remaining dates for  

Room in the Inn: 

December 20, & 24 

January 3 & 17 

February 7 & 21 

March 7 & 21 

 

There are sign-up sheets for volunteers in the back of 

the sanctuary. 

 Contact Mark Honeycutt 

to learn more! 

honeycuttmw@yahoo.com 

Total Income $224,300.00 

ADMINISTRATIVE/OPERATIONS $7,201.00 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $2,300.00 

MEMBERSHIP $1,075.00 

FELLOWSHIP $3,550.00 

OUTREACH $22,700.00 

PERSONNEL $128,280.00 

PROPERTY $52,809.00 

STEWARDSHIP/FINANCE $500.00 

WORSHIP $2,360.00 

YOUTH $3,525.00 

Total Expenses $224,300.00 

2014 Church Budget 



Don’t you love it when things just happen by 

magic?  You come downstairs, and breakfast 

is just magically waiting for you.  You open 

your dresser drawers, and find they have been 

magically refilled with clean laundry.  You 

take the dog on a walk and come home to 

find the kitchen has magically become clean 

once again. 

Well, after a short trip away, we arrived back 

at our favorite church the other day to find 

that the church gardens had been magically 

freshened up with new mulch.  It was a joy-

ous homecoming to our beautiful home!  Ru-

mor has it, however, that the chief magician 

behind the mulch project was Sarah Benson. 

Now, if someone would just make some 

crumbs magically appear ...  ☺ 

 

From  

the Church 

Mouse ... 

BIBLE TRIVIA QUESTION  

OF THE MONTH: 

 

More Tricky Christmas Bible Trivia: 

When an angel appeared to announce the 

upcoming birth of Jesus, which parent did 

the angel speak to? 

If you know the answer, send it via email 

(jay_ecc@bellsouth.net) or voice mail (227

-2285 and press 1).  Correct answers will 

have their name printed in the next Evan-

gel!  
 

Last Evangel Trivia Contest Winners:    

Susan McBride & Grace Ellithorpe.   

Thanks for playing Bible Trivia! 

 

Last Month’s Answer:   (A three part an-

swer to a tricky question:) 

According to Matthew, Mary and Joseph 

already had a home in Bethlehem – they 

lived there already, and only went to Naz-

areth upon returning from Egypt, where 

they fled to avoid the wrath of King Herod. 

 According to Luke, Mary and Joseph of 

Nazareth were visiting Bethlehem because 

of a census requiring Joseph to return to his 

ancestral home to be counted.  Hence, the 

story of them looking for a place to stay and 

hearing that there was “no room in the inn.” 

According to many scholars, Mary and Jo-

seph were in Bethlehem because the mes-

siah “needed” to be born in Bethlehem to 

fulfill prophecy.  Both Matthew & Luke had 

to tell their story in a way that had Jesus 

born in Bethlehem but grow up in Nazareth 

so they could claim he was the messiah.  

Each gospel writer “solved” this problem in 

a different way. 

Welcome New Members  
 

ECC rejoices as we 

warmly welcome 

Jennifer Laughlin-

Reed to our congre-

gation.   Jennifer is 

married to Brian 

Reed and their son 

Silas is a Chickadee 

at EC3.  Jennifer 

can be reached at:  

 

1411-B Ardee Avenue 

Nashville, TN  37216 

859-351-5533 

and will be added to the Compassion Family. 

 

Welcome, Jennifer, Brian and Silas! 



 January 2014: 
 
Journey 

 

The journey from Bethlehem to Jerusalem is approximately 7 miles; yet it holds the full story of our faith: 
from the promise of a Savior fulfilled in the birth of Jesus, to his work of atonement on the cross, to his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, to the birth of the Church that gathers in peoples of every tongue 
and race. It is here we are living; and while living here, full drama is unfolding around us every week and 
every day - both in the liturgical celebrations and in the lives of our Palestinian Christian sisters and 
brothers! The past year or so has been filled with learning, adjusting, renewing friendships and new rela-
tionship building, networking, as well as accomplishing. My (Victor) assignment as regional consultant 
has kept me amply busy with the preparation and execution of a number of significant region-wide con-
sultations, conferences and leadership training workshops that have addressed critical issues exacer-
bated by the so-called “Arab Spring.” The central questions for these ongoing events (encompassing 4 
countries) are: “How much religion should be interposed in the affairs of the state, and how much state 
should interfere with religion?” and, “How can a shared vision be formulated and crystallized for a new 
future for the Arab Middle East whereby full citizenship for everyone would be assured, human dignity 
could be preserved, and a decent quality of life could be accorded to all?”  The methodology adopted 
examines different models where different states have dealt with these questions and have found a 
healthy and meaningful symbiosis between religion and state, and then come up with an authentic Mid-
dle Eastern vision for the future of this region… 

Life in this part of the world is intense, especially in Israel/Palestine; it is even more so on the West Bank. 
Daily life of the people here is full of challenges, possibilities, hopes, worries, disappointments and fears. 
One can read these emotions on their faces in the crowded marketplace: in their drawn looks, in street 
demonstrations, in the way many defy rules and authority, in the way many seem burdened and bent 
down. 

But life is also full of joys and potentialities; you can see it in their bright eyes; their laughter and cheerful 
smiles; in children’s innocent play; and among youth, in their defiant confidence in a better future. 

O God, we pray for calm, for reason, for good will to prevail, and for your spirit of counsel to guide lead-
ers and those in authority into the paths of peace. We are deeply grateful for the prayers and support of 
church members and friends as we seek to live out our overriding commitment to the principle of “critical 
presence” by being an authentic witness to the love and the grace of God. 

Victor and Sara Makari serve with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America with the Diyar Consor-
tium of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land.  Victor serves as Regional Con-
sultant for the Religion and State in the Middle East Program.  Sara serves as editor of publications of 
Diyar. 

Summary Nov Actual Nov Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget Annual Budget 

Total Income   14,831.54 19,529.14 197,770.85 178,241.71 217,500.00 

Total Expense   11,801.80 17,741.32 200,585.34 182,844.02 217,500.00 

Bottom Line   3,029.74 1,787.82 -2,814.49 -4,602.31 0.00 

Eastwood Christian Church November Budget 



LECTIONARY READINGS    
         

1/5: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
1/12: Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
1/19: Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
1/26: Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 

 

SCRIPTURE  READER 
 

January 5  Joseph Hartley 
January 12  Taylor Bates 
January 19  Samantha Law 
January 26  Nathan  
   Maben-Tenney 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

January 5  Julie Duemler 
January 12  Scott Jamieson 
January 19  Nathan Maben-Tenney 
January 26  Allison Enari  

April 2008   January 2014  
 

The Generosity Family will be serving. 

CHILDREN’S  WORSHIP 
 
January 5  Scott Jamieson 
January 12  Allison Enari 
January 19  Saundra Horner 
January 26  Susan McBride  
 

 
 
 

January 

Anniversaries 

 

 
 
 

Sharon and Jimmy Conklin 
December 9 

 
Anle Ji and Xiao-fan Zhang 

December 20 
 

Julie and Silas Mathes 
December 30 

 
Linda & Scott Jamieson 

December 31 

January  January  January     

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays   

Matt Billingslea           January 4 

Heidi Hoeft  January 4 

Cindy Reed  January 4 

Betty Plummer January 7 

Jon Benson  January 8 

Olivia Connor  January 8 

John Madole, Sr. January 10 

James Lewis  January 13 

Rico Louw  January 16 

Ralph Young  January 20 

Amanda Page  January 21 

Jonell Mosser  January 22 

Jean Phillips  January 25 

Scott Perry  January 26 

Ray Ashworth  January 27 

Jen Dominguez January 27 



 

 

 

 

 Vol. 18,  No. 12       

The Evangel 
Eastwood Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

December, 2013 

“Shining our light by welcoming all people, building community, and serving God and neighbor.” 

 

The Evangel 

Eastwood Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

1601 Eastland Avenue 

Nashville, TN 37206 

EASTWOOD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

    (Disciples of Christ) 

    (615) 227-2285     Fax: (615) 228-4901 

www.eastwoodchristianchurch.org 

    e-mail: jay_ecc@bellsouth.net 

    Sunday School-9:15 am  Worship-10:30 am 

    

 

    Jay R. Hartley                                                                                      Senior Minister 

    Allison Enari                                                                                        Youth Minister      

    Julie Duemler                                                                                        Choir Director 

    Barry Lumpkin                                                                                               Organist  

    Heidi Hoeft                                                                           Administrative Assistant 

    Marcia Blair                                                                                    Nursery Attendant  

    Linda Armstreet                                                                              Nursery Attendant 

    Julie Duemler                                           ECCC Director      


